
Geography Subject knowledge, discipline and vocabulary  
Year 1 

Unit I Spy Sun, Sea and Sand Dinosaur Roar 

Previous 
Learning  

• My classroom layout inc: map. 
• Where key areas in the school are (hall, 

office, my classroom) 
• Experience in different 

environments around the area  

• Contrast/Compare different 
areas in my area eg: park / 
shops 

 

• What the four seasons are and how the weather 
changes. 

 

• Features of a seaside 

• England is a country in the United 
Kingdom (England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland). 

• Great Britain (England, Scotland, 
Wales) is an island—it is 

surrounded by seas: 
o Irish Sea 
o North Sea 

• English Channel 

Subject 
Knowledge 

Simple fieldwork of school  
 NC: To use simple fieldwork and observational skills 

to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features of 

its surrounding environment.  

 

• What the route from my class- room to 
other areas of the school looks like on a 
floor plan. 

• What the school looks like from above 
and what the surrounding grounds look 
like. 

• What the route from home to school 
looks like on a map.  

• How to give instructions on how to get 
from one place to another. 

Understanding the UK Part 1  

 NC: To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.  

• England is a country. 
• There are four countries in the United Kingdom (UK): 

• England 
• Scotland 
• Wales 
• Northern Ireland 

• Each of these countries has a capital city, flag and 
national flower: 

 

Country 
Capital 

City 

 

Flag 
National 

Flower 

 

England 
 

London 

 

 

 

rose 

 

Scotland 
 

Edinburgh 

 

 

 

thistle 

 

Wales 
 

Cardiff 

 

 

 

daffodil 

Northern 

Ireland 

 

Belfast 

 

 

 

shamrock 

• The UK, is officially known as the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

• The UK includes the island of Great Britain, Northern 

Continents and Oceans Part 1  
NC: To name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans.  

Continents:  
• There are seven continents: 

• Europe 
• Asia 
• Africa 
• North America 
• South America 
• Antarctica 
• Australia (also known as 

Australasia and Oceania) 
Oceans:  

• There are five oceans: 
• Pacific Ocean 
• Atlantic Ocean 
• Indian Ocean 
• Southern Ocean 
• Arctic Ocean 

 



Ireland and many smaller islands 
• Great Britain is an island—it is surrounded by seas: 

• Irish Sea 
• North Sea 
• English Channel 

• The Republic of Ireland is not a country of the United 
Kingdom. 

 

Subject 
Discipline  

• Label a plan of your school  
• Follow and write directions about how 

to get from your classroom to the office. 
• Study the geography of the school and 

its grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surroundings 

• Use Google Maps - locate where you 
live and draw your route to school over 
the roads seen. 

• Find the four countries of the United 
Kingdom using map skills 

• Compare the human and physical geographical 
features of the four countries saying how they are 
similar and different. 

• Use Google Earth to start at school and zoom 
out. What do you notice? 

• Observe aerial view photographs and know 
what they show 

• Use the compass points to describe the countries 
of the United Kingdom in relation to each other 

• Use atlases and globes to find 
the five oceans and seven 
continents.  

• Discuss the location of Kettering 
using Google Earth to find 
Kettering, Zoom out until you 
see the UK. Now zoom out until 
you see Europe. Now zoom out 
until you can see the world.  

• Use the compass points to 
describe the continents in 
relation to each other (e.g. Asia 
is to the east of Europe and to 
the north of Australia). 



Key Vocab • aerial view - a view from above 

• floor plan - the layout of rooms on one 
floor of a building 

• grounds - the land around a building 

• human geography - features of land that 
have been impacted by human activity 

• physical geography - natural features of 
land 

• route - a way from one place to another 

• surrounded - to be present all around 
 

• aerial view - a view from above 

• capital city - the city where the government sits 
inc: London is the capital city of England and the 
UK. 

• City - a large town. London is a city.  

• Compass point - any of the main points of a 
compass: north, south, east and west  

• Country - an area of land that is controlled by its 
own government. 

• England - a country in the United Kingdom.  

• Flag - a piece of cloth which can be attached to a 
pole and 

• which is used as symbol of a particular country 

• human geography - features of land that have 
been impacted by human activity 

• island -  a piece of land that is completely 
surrounded by water 

• Great Britain - An island that is made up of 
England, Scotland and Wales. 

• London - London is the capital city of England and 
the UK. 

• Physical Geography - natural features of land 

• Sea- a large area of salty water that is part of an 
ocean 

• Surrounded- to be present all around 

• Town – Kettering is a Town, smaller than a city but 
larger than a village 

• United Kingdom- The UK, is officially known as the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. It includes England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

• City - a large town. London is a city.  

• Compass point - any of the main 
points of a compass: north, south, 
east and west  

• Country - an area of land that is 
controlled by its own government. 

• England - a country in the United 
Kingdom.  

• island -  a piece of land that is 
completely surrounded by water 

• Great Britain - An island that is made 
up of England, Scotland and Wales. 

• Ocean - one of the five very large 
areas of salt water on the Earth's 
surface. 

• Sea- a large area of salty water that 
is part of an ocean 

• Surrounded- to be present all 
around 

• Town – Kettering is a Town, smaller 
than a city but larger than a village 

• United Kingdom- The UK, is officially 
known as the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It 
includes England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 
 

 

 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/main
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/main
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